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Meehan Inaugurated 


was here to provide 
me a gateway when 
it was time for me to 
further my educa¬ 
tion. The gateway 
through which I 
passed must remain 
accessible and 
affordable and be a 
path to excellence," 
said the chancellor. 

More than one 
thousand people 
heard a succession 
of speakers praise 
the Lowell native, 
the first of his family 
to go to college. 



A UMass President Jack M. Wilson puts the chancellors medal around 
Chancellor Marty Meehan's neck to signify the passing of power during 
the inauguration ceremony on Friday, April 4. 


Chancellor 

Speaker Pelosi Declares 
'Marty Meehan Has 
Come Home' 

N ine months after starting 

work as chancellor of UMass 
Lowell, Marty Meehan 
was officially welcomed into the 
University community by students, 
faculty, the president and chairman 
of the University of Massachusetts, 
delegates from other universities 
and city, state and national represen¬ 
tatives. And, in turn. Chancellor 
Meehan officially accepted his 
responsibilities, laying out an ambi¬ 
tious vision for the University that 
has already begun to take shape. 

"It is with deep humility and a 
great sense of responsibility that I 
accept the honor of becoming the 
second chancellor of this great 
institution," said Meehan during 
the two-hour-long inauguration 
ceremony on Friday, April 4, in the 
Recreation Center. 

"Now, I am responsible for a 
new generation of students who need 
what I once needed. This institution 


.S. Sen. John Kerry and five 
honorary degree recipients 
will be featured at commence¬ 
ment on Saturday, May 31, at 10 a.m. 
at the Tsongas Arena. 

Sen. Kerry will deliver the com¬ 
mencement address to nearly 2,000 
graduates who are expected to 
receive bachelor's, master's and doc¬ 
toral degrees. The University is also 
honoring five outstanding individu¬ 
als with honorary doctoral degrees. 

Currently serving his fourth term 


and who achieved 
great success in his 15 years in 
Congress before returning to lead his 
alma mater. 

"He now stands as an exemplar 
for the transformative power of edu¬ 
cation," said David Sargent, presi¬ 
dent of Suffolk University where 
Meehan earned his master's and juris 
doctorate degrees. "It is so perfectly 
fitting that the product of Lowell, 
the representative of Lowell, the 


in the Senate, Kerry is the chairman 
of the Small Business Committee and 
a member of the Commerce, Finance 
and Foreign Affairs committees. His 
Senate priorities have included help¬ 
ing to provide health insurance for 
millions of low-income children and 
improving public education, protect¬ 
ing the natural environment and 
ensuring that America's veterans 
have access to care and support. 

In addition to the commencement 
speaker, the University will bestow 


alumnus of Lowell today be installed 
as the chancellor of the University 
of [Massachusetts] Lowell where 
I know he will have the same trans¬ 
formative impact on the University 
and the city." 

U.S. Speaker of the House Nancy 
Pelosi spoke of her respect for her 
friend and former colleague and her 
great hope for the future of the 
University under his leadership. 


honorary degrees on: Gururaj 
"Desh" Deshpande, co-founder and 
chairman of Sycamore Networks Inc.; 
Charlayne Hunter-Gault, an award¬ 
winning journalist, with more than 
40 years experience in the industry, 
including work with NPR, CNN and 
PBS; Mary Jo Leahey, a 1937 gradu¬ 
ate of the College of Music at the 
State Teachers College at Lowell 
and founding benefactor and inspira¬ 
tion for the Mary Jo Leahey High 
School Summer Band Camp; 


UML Researchers 
Work Keeps Space 
Station Crew Safe 

Data Will Help Plan 
Spacewalks 

H ave you ever experienced 
walking across a carpeted 
room and getting a shock 
when you reach for a metal door¬ 
knob? The culprit is static electric¬ 
ity, which builds up, especially in 
dry weather, on the surface of 
your body as the soles of your 
feet rub against the carpet. This 
surplus electrical potential gets 
discharged when you get very 
close to a metallic object. 

The same effect is happening 
right now to the International 
Space Station (ISS) as it orbits 
Earth some 350 kilometers (220 
miles) above the ground. As the 
270-ton complex travels through 
our planet's tenuous ionosphere, 
its huge solar-panel arrays contin¬ 
uously pick up and accumulate 
free electrons, a process known as 
"spacecraft charging." NASA is 
concerned that when this charge 
becomes too high, astronauts per¬ 
forming extra-vehicular activities 
(EVAs), or "spacewalks," could 
get zapped by the ISS, potentially 
damaging the astronaut's sensi¬ 
tive communications or life- 
support electronics, or worse. 

"The ISS is equipped with 
special devices, called plasma 
contactors, that continuously 
discharge the Station," says Dr. 
Ivan Galkin, head of the UML 
Center for Atmospheric 
Research's Software Systems 
Section. "Nevertheless, depend¬ 
ing on the ionosphere's plasma 
density, the voltage difference 
between ISS and surrounding 
space can still be 50, or even 
80 volts. This is high enough to 
create an arcing hazard between 
the ISS and metallic parts of the 
astronaut's space suit, such as 
the neck and arm rings. In other 
words, the astronaut can get elec¬ 
trocuted during a spacewalk if the 
Station collects too much charge." 

Continued on Page 5 
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Benefit Conceit Wows Audience 


Ticket Sales Support 
Music Scholarships 

W ind Ensemble Director 

David Martins' choice of 
the stirring "Rising 
Dragons" fittingly capped an 
evening that celebrated the inaugu¬ 
ration of Chancellor Martin T. 
Meehan through artistic expression. 
The concert, held in Durgin Hall on 
Thursday, April 3, showcased the 
rich artistic talents of the many stu¬ 
dents and faculty who are the foun¬ 
dation of the University's cultural 
life, while at the same time raising 
money for music scholarships. 

"The overwhelming reaction I 
received from so many people was 
that they were absolutely stunned 
at the level of the performances," 
said Music Department Chair Paula 
Telesco. "Our intent was to show¬ 
case both the variety and level of 
achievement of our student ensem¬ 
bles, and the quality of our faculty." 

More than 140 students were 
featured in four music groups, 
including the University Orchestra, 
Concert Band, University Choir and 
Wind Ensemble. Faculty were high¬ 
lighted in the Faculty Jazz Quintet 
made up of Jonathan Wheatley, 
Walter Platt, Kenneth Reid, Mark 
Henry and James Lattini, and a 
piano duo by keyboard faculty 
members Bonnie Anderson and 
Thomas Stumpf. Asst. Prof. Andre 
Dubus III read from his soon-to- 
be-released novel. The Garden of 
Last Days. 

Kay George Roberts began the 
evening directing the University 
Orchestra in "En Memoria de 
Chano Pozo," a challenging tribute 
to Dizzy Gillespie's percussionist, 
composed by David Amram. 

The piece, which featured faculty 
member Lucerne DeSa on piano, 
involved the whole audience clap¬ 
ping to the contagious Afro-Cuban 
rhythms. The orchestra is composed 
of students, alumni, faculty and 
high school assistants from the 
UML String Project. 

Two grand pianos took center 
stage as Stumpf, Piano Ensemble 
director and 
applied key¬ 
board instructor, 
joined Anderson, 
head of the 
keyboard 
department, to 
tackle Darius 
Milhaud's 
"Scaramouche 
Suite." 

After a 
surprisingly 
efficient stage 
adjustment, 
the 83-member 
Concert Band 
dove into a 


composition by the band's director, 
Daniel P. Lutz, "Dichotomy... 
Impressions of Kerouac," for 
Concert Band. Commissioned to 
commemorate the 50th anniversary 
of the writing of "On the Road," 
the piece "is intended to be a non¬ 
verbal, musical interpretation of a 
man who inspired a generation," 
according to Lutz's concert notes. 

After Dubus read from his 
novel, the University Choir, under 
the direction of Murray Kidd, sang 
four pieces, including the whimsi¬ 
cal "Geographical Fugue," which 
involved only speaking the names 
of geographical locations. Student 
pianist Kyle Bertulli was featured on 
the "Gloria" movement from Franz 
Joseph Haydn's "Heiligmesse." 

Student vocalist Dayna Brown 
brought down the house with her 
rich, expressive voice, accompany¬ 
ing the Faculty Jazz Quintet in two 
familiar rhythm and blues classics, 
"Chain of Fools" and "Unchain My 
Heart." Created just for this per¬ 
formance, the Faculty Jazz Quintet 
is made up of instrumental instruc¬ 
tors at UMass Lowell who are also 
well-respected and in-demand pro¬ 
fessionals on the local, national, 
and international music scene. 

The Wind Ensemble's "Rising 
Dragons" offered a regal, uplifting 
finale, setting the stage for the actu¬ 
al inaugural ceremony the follow¬ 
ing morning. Composed by Robert 
Smith, the piece was commissioned 
by the Korean Navy Symphonic 
Band to pay tribute to the legacy 
of Yi Sun Shin, a Korean admiral in 
the 16th century. 

At the pre-concert reception 
at the O'Leary Library, faculty 
guitarist Rick Shilling performed 
on classical guitar, while at the 
Allen House Gala following the 
concert, music was provided by a 
student string quartet (Joyce Pang, 
Theresa Cleary, Adam Nunes and 
Tim Nunes), and by guitarist 
Jon Wheatley, of the Faculty 
Jazz Quintet. 

Most proceeds from the evening 
will go to music scholarships. 



A Student Dayna Brown brought down the house accompanying the 
Faculty Jazz Quintet during the Inauguration Benefit Concert on April 3rd. 


Inaugural Donations 
Exceed Expectations 


One Million Dollars 
Raised for Scholarships 

S ponsors and donors to the 
inauguration of Chancellor 
Marty Meehan exceeded all 
expectations, raising one million 
dollars for scholarships through 
the most successful fundraiser ever 
at the University. The more than 
$700,000 in private donations will 
receive a 50 percent match from the 
University of Massachusetts sys¬ 
tem, most going to the Chancellor 
Martin T. Meehan Educational 
Excellence Endowment Fund. 

Money came in from many 
sources, some familiar, such as 
overall inauguration sponsor 
Charles Hoff '66 who donated 
$50,000, and some who have never 
given money to the University 
before, such as the New England 
Patriots Foundation. Costs for the 
week of inauguration activities 
were kept as low as possible—for 
instance, all events were held on 
campus to avoid rental fees— 
which will allow most proceeds 
to go directly to scholarships. 

Sponsors of $25,000 and above 
were recognized at the Inaugural 
Benefit Gala at Allen House the 
night before the inaugural ceremo¬ 
ny. In addition to Hoff and the 
New England Patriots Foundation, 
these included Aramark Corp., 
George Behrakis, the Demoulas 
Foundation, John F. Kennedy '70, 

L. Donald LaTorre '59 and the 
Lowell Sun. Two hundred people, 
who paid $1,000 a ticket or were 
sponsors, packed the historic home 
of Charles Allen for the festivities. 
Also honored at the gala for being 
Honorary Inaugural Committee co¬ 


chairs were Behrakis, who also 
co-chaired the recently completed 
provost search; Richard and 
Nancy Donahue; and Carole Ward. 
Alumnus Alan Solomont '77 
received the Circle of Distinction 
Award. 

The first person to benefit from 
this new scholarship endowment 
fund is Rachel Carnes, a senior 
who was hit by a truck while wait¬ 
ing for a bus on University Avenue 
in January. Carnes, who recently 
returned to campus after recover¬ 
ing from life-threatening injuries, 
will graduate debt free thanks to 
the scholarship. 

"This scholarship [fund] will 
play a vital role in shaping our 
student body in the future," 
Chancellor Meehan said during the 
gala. "We're going to bring in a 
more diverse student body, and 
students who otherwise couldn't 
afford to come to UMass Lowell 
now will be able to attend." 

Members of the campus and 
local communities contributed to 
the scholarship fundraising effort 
by purchasing $100 tickets to the 
Inaugural Benefit Concert, held in 
Durgin Hall on Thursday night 
before the gala. The concert high¬ 
lighted the many talented students 
and faculty involved in the 
University's music program, and 
also featured a reading from Andre 
Dubus III, award-winning author 
of "House of Sand and Fog." 

Most proceeds from the concert 
will go to music scholarships. 

For a complete list of 
top sponsors, visit 
www.uml.edu / inaugration. 



A Alan Solomont 77 was honored with the Circle of Distinction Award at the Inaugural 
Benefit Gala held at Allen House on Thursday, April 3. Solomont's wife, Susan, applauds. 
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Partnerships Celebrated at 
Signature Event 


R epresentatives of key partner¬ 
ships between the University 
and community groups, 
industry and healthcare gave panel 
presentations at the "Achieving 
Excellence Through Partnerships" 
breakfast, one of the 
signature events of 
inauguration week. 

Chancellor 
Marty Meehan 
delivered opening 
remarks on April 1 
to the overflow 
crowd of partici¬ 
pants in the main 
conference room of 
Wannalancit Mills. 

Panel discus¬ 
sions focused on 
community partner¬ 
ing, partnerships 


with industry and partnerships 
with healthcare institutions. 

A complete description of the event 
and related panel discussions can 
be found at uml.edu/ enews. 



▲ Prof. Linda Silka, Sen. Steven Panagiotakos and Yovani Baez 
discuss community partnerships. 


Continued from Page 1 

U.S. Sen. John Kerry and Five Honorary 
Degree Recipients Headline Commencement 


Gerald Martone, a 1979 graduate of 
UMass Lowell and current director 
of Humanitarian Affairs at the 
Internal Rescue Committee; Edward 
O. Wilson, author of 25 books, two 
of which won Pulitzer Prizes. He is 
the recipient of more than 100 inter¬ 
national medals and awards, includ¬ 
ing the National Medal of Science. 

The University will also honor 
Thomas O'Connor with the 
Distinguished Alumni Award. 
O'Connor, who received a B.S. in bio¬ 
logical science in 1977 and an M.S. in 
environmental science in 1980, has 
created two endowed funds at the 
University. He is president and CEO 
of DCP Midstream, LLP, one of the 
nation's largest natural gas gatherers 
and processors, and one of the 
largest natural gas liquids producers 
and marketers. 

This year, for the first time, a 
scholarship fundraising dinner will 


be hosted by Chancellor Marty 
Meehan the night before commence¬ 
ment, during which the honorary 
degree recipients, distinguished 
alumni and student award recipients 
will be acknowledged. 

In a change from recent years, 
the names of all graduates will be 
called at the commencement ceremo¬ 
ny. Following the ceremony at the 
Tsongas Arena, individual colleges 
will host receptions for graduating 
students and their guests. 

More information, including a 
complete schedule of commencement 
day activities, is available at 
www.uml.edu / commencement. 

-JH 


Commencement Eve Reception 
Raises Money for Scholarships 

A scholarship fundraising reception, hosted by Chancellor Marty 
Meehan, will be held the night before Commencement, during which 
the honorary degree recipients, distinguished alumni and student award 
recipients will be acknowledged. The dinner will take place on Friday, 
May 30, at 6 p.m. in Allen House. 

Tickets are $100 per person. Proceeds will go to the Chancellor 
Martin T. Meehan Educational Excellence Fund for student scholarships. 
For more information, visit www.uml.edu/ commencement. 
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Chancellor Meehan Inaugurated 


"He brought the values of Lowell 
to Washington, D.C. Now he brings 
his great reputation as a reformer in 
Washington to his new position as 
chancellor," said Pelosi. "He was a 
star in Washington. He was always a 
son of Lowell. We wish you much 
success here, in your home town, 
your alma mater. Marty Meehan 
has come home." 

Gov. Deval Patrick brought greet¬ 
ings from the Commonwealth and 
emphasized their shared goal of 
keeping quality education affordable. 

"Today we celebrate the wisdom 
of the University of Massachusetts. 
You have embraced the understand¬ 
ing of what opportunities are possible 
with a great education," said Patrick. 
"I have confidence in our people, and 
none more than your new chancellor 
here at UMass Lowell." 

Meehan has already made an 
impact on the campus in his first 
nine months of office. Some notable 
accomplishments: hiring a nationally 
recognized provost; announcing a 
bold plan to grow the University 
through new academic and research 
buildings; implementing plans to 
increase the number of students 
living on campus; reinvigorating a 
hockey program that had been on the 
brink of elimination; improving the 
University's profile and recruitment 
efforts through targeted advertising 
and marketing; and enhancing 
fundraising through record-setting 
events and private donations. 

University of Massachusetts 
President Jack M. Wilson noted, 
"Clearly, Chancellor Meehan is 
already off to a fantastic start. 

He will need all students, alumni, 
faculty and staff to achieve his 
ambitious goals of the campus." 

Rob Manning '84, chairman of 
the UMass Board of Trustees, spoke 
of an encounter with Meehan during 
the interview for the chancellor posi¬ 
tion. He asked Meehan why he want¬ 
ed to become chancellor. 


"He said, 'Because I love UMass 
Lowell. It has given me everything 
that I have and I have to come back 
and create opportunities for people 
like me.' I let that swirl around the 
room for a while," said Manning. 
"Then I knew that he would be our 
next chancellor. Not because of the 
words he said, but the feeling behind 
them." 

Government leaders who repre¬ 
sent the region in Congress and state 
Legislature also spoke. 

"As an activist member of 
Congress, Rep. Meehan has been a 
dedicated advocate for our commu¬ 
nities and has made a real difference 
in our country," said U.S. Rep. 

Niki Tsongas. "And now Chancellor 
Meehan's impact will be felt at 
UMass Lowell and across the region; 
he has the background, skills and 
passion to be a great asset to the 
University at such a critical time, 
leading the institution to great 
achievements in the innovation 
economy for the 21st century." 

State Sen. Steven Panagiotakos 
said, "Only someone with Marty's 
resume could understand the role 
this great university has played in 
ensuring the economic health of 
Lowell and the entire region." 

Other participants included 
Lowell Vice Mayor Rita Mercier; 
UMass Lowell Executive Vice 
Chancellor Jacqueline Moloney; 
Interim Provost Donald Pierson; 

Prof. Ann Marie Hurley of the 
Faculty Senate; the Rev. Nicholas 
Sannella of Immaculate Conception 
Church in Lowell; the Very Rev. 

Dr. Cleopas Strongylis of Holy 
Trinity Greek Orthodox Community 
of Lowell; UMass Lowell Student 
Government President Steve 
Holstrom; and UMass Lowell 
Honors Program student 
Alexandria Murray. 

-KO'R 



A Massachusetts Gov. Deval Patrick adds his applause after Chancellor Marty Meehan received the 
Chancellors Medal during the inauguration ceremony. 
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Cynthia Enloe Challenges UML 
Audience to Re-Think Security 


I n an attempt to encourage new 
thinking on what security means 
to the audience attending the 
UMass Lowell Center for Women 
and Work's 10th Anniversary 
Gathering at the Well, organizers 
met guests at the door in security 
garb, and fastened mock security 
bracelets around their wrists. 
Tables were decorated with many 
different interpretations on what 
makes people feel secure—from 
food to money to family 

Dr. Cynthia Enloe—a leading 
scholar in the examination of the 
role of gender in militarization— 
delivered the keynote speech. The 
event was part of the University's 
weeklong celebration of the inau¬ 
guration of Chancellor Marty 
Meehan. Enloe 
encouraged partici¬ 
pants to "push into 
new intellectual 
territory" when 
thinking about 
what security 
means. "It isn't 
obvious to many 
people the role 
gender plays, espe¬ 
cially in war time," 
she said, chiding 
what she termed 
the United States' 
lack of curiosity 
about how war 
would affect 
Iraqi women. 


Enloe discussed the heavy toll 
that U.S. economic sanctions 
placed on Iraqi women, because 
the first positions to be cut during 
downturns are those held by 
women. "Economic sanctions just 
make smugglers rich," she said. 

In a parting challenge, she said, 
"It's not enough to be well-mean¬ 
ing, it's not enough to care. You 
have to have curiosity and a long 
attention span if you want to learn 
anything about people." 

The event was co-sponsored 
by The Council on Diversity and 
Pluralism, the Department of 
Psychology, and the Protestant 
Campus Ministry. 



A The 10th Anniversary Gathering at the Well encouraged new 
thinking about security. From left, Imogene Stulken, Campus 
Ministry, keynote speaker Dr. Cynthia Enloe, and Psychology Prof, 
and director of the Center for Women and Work Meg Bond. 


Beatrice Directs Lowell High 
School Percussion Ensemble 


A nthony Beatrice, a graduate 
student in the Music 
Education program, directed 
the Lowell High School Percussion 
Ensemble in a performance for 
more than 300 members of the 
Massachusetts Music Educators 
Association All-State Conference at 
their annual meeting in Boston. The 
ensemble—made up of 11 Lowell 
High students—played percussion 


selections, including two pieces 
arranged by Beatrice. Beatrice volun¬ 
teers his time teaching the students, 
and plans to become a music educa¬ 
tor after he earns his degree. "When 
the audience gave us a long standing 
ovation, I think it was one of the 
proudest moments in the students' 
lives," he says. Beatrice also serves as 
the UMass Lowell Student Trustee. 


V 



A Anthony Beatrice directs members of the Lowell High School Percussion Ensemble. 


Panel Addresses Issue of 
Climate Change 


New England Called a 
'Significant Part of the 
Problem' 

G lobal warming is happening 
right now, and humans are 
playing a major role in that 
warming. That's the message impart¬ 
ed to the more the more than 250 peo¬ 
ple who gathered in Cumnock Hall 
Auditorium on March 31 to hear a 
panel of climate and health experts, 
and civic and industry leaders discuss 
their views of the challenges and best 
approaches for mitigating the effects 
of climate change, starting here in 
New England. Called "A Vision for 
Addressing Climate Change," the 
half-day event kicked off the week- 
long festivities that marked the inau¬ 
guration of Chancellor Marty Meehan. 

In opening the event, Meehan, 
who was a strong advocate for com¬ 
bating global warming while he was 
in Congress, said the need for action 
is clear. "New England produces 
more carbon dioxide than most 
other countries," he said, "so 
we're clearly a significant part of 
the problem." It is the 
University's responsibility to 
"help understand the problem 
by conducting scientific research 
and providing a forum for ideas 
and informed debate through 
teaching and engaging the pub¬ 
lic," he said. 

Secretary Ian Bowles of the 
Executive Office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs briefly 
summarized what the 
Commonwealth is doing to 
address global warming. He 
described the state's greenhouse- 
gas emission initiative, its regu¬ 
lation of power plants, the Cape Wind 
project in Nantucket Sound and the 
incentives to industries and entrepre¬ 
neurs, especially in the areas of solar 
and wind energy generation. 

Asst. Prof. Mathew Barlow of the 
Department of Environmental, Earth 
and Atmospheric Sciences painted a 
grim picture on what is happening to 
the environment as global tempera¬ 
ture continues to climb. In the sum¬ 
mer of 2003, he said, Europe experi¬ 
enced a two-week period that was 
10 degrees Celsius higher than 
normal. The resulting intense heat 
wave killed 35,000 people. 

"This is one of the reasons why 
Europeans take climate change more 
seriously than we do," said Barlow. 

In New England, he noted, rising 
temperatures are now affecting 
salmon migration and the production 
of maple syrup, with likely future 
impacts on lobster populations and 
cranberry farming. Increased rainfall 
associated with our changing climate 
also appears linked to severe flooding 
by the Merrimack River in 2006 and 
2007, he said. 

Prof. Joel Tickner of the 
Department of Community Health 
and Sustainability said global warm¬ 
ing is exacerbating the local impact of 



A Chancellor Marty Meehan, center, with 
Secretary Ian Bowles, right, and Prof. Joel 
Tickner. 


air pollution, and vice versa. "We've 
seen a 160 percent increase in asthma 
cases in the U.S. over the past 20 
years, both in morbidity and mortali¬ 
ty," he said. Rising temperatures have 
led not only to dramatic increases in 
pollens, molds, and other airborne 
allergens, but also in insect- and food- 
borne pathogens, he said. 

Rev. Fred Small of the Religious 
Witness for the Earth said, "We need, 
as individuals, to take responsibility, 
to pursue simplicity in our lives. But 
that alone isn't going to get us where 


we need to be. We need the govern¬ 
ment to be a government of goodwill, 
in which people of goodwill can be 
supported." He added that "changing 
a light bulb [to a more energy-efficient 
one] is good; but changing a 
Congressman is better." 

Howard Berke of Konarka 
Technologies reminded the audience 
that climate change is not only a 
global problem, but also a universal 
one. "It doesn't matter if you're 
a Republican, a Democrat or 
Independent," he said, "or Jewish, 
Muslim or Christian. Global warming 
is a problem that all of us face and 
that our present generation and future 
generations to come must confront 
and solve." 

In addition to the panel discus¬ 
sion, attendees viewed posters and 
product exhibits that showcased the 
latest research being done by the 
University on sustainable energy 
sources. They also had a chance to 
interact with private industry repre¬ 
sentatives from Areva, Azure 
Dynamics, Evergreen Solar, Konarka, 
Mass AREA, the Massachusetts 
Technology Collaborative, New 
England Breeze, New England Wood 
Pellets, Panel Pros, Recycline and 
Vectrix on "green" initiatives 
and solutions. 



A Panelists on the climate change discussion are, from 
left. Prof. Mathew Barlow, Prof. Joel Tickner, Howard 
Berke of Konarka Technologies, Rev. Fred Small of the 
Religious Witness for the Earth, Alexander "Sandy" Taft 
of National Grid and Dana DeCosta of Vectrix Corp. 
WBZ-TV meteorologist Mish Michaels (not pictured) 
served as moderator. 
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Rachel Carnes Receives First 
Meehan Fund Scholarship 


Senior Management 
Student Back on Campus 

H er beaming smile lights up 
the room. Just why is senior 
Rachel Carnes, who spent the 
last two and a half months in and 
out of hospitals, smiling so broadly? 
"I'm just so grateful to be back," 
she said. 

Rachel—who was airlifted to 
Boston Medical Center after she 
was injured in a freak accident on 
University Avenue in January—is 
back on campus and back in classes. 

Flanked by her family, parents 
Linda and John and sister Cassandra, 
and seven of her suitemates, Rachel 
recently faced a phalanx of TV cam¬ 
eras and journalists for a special 
announcement: she would be the 
first recipient of a scholarship from 
the newly established Martin T. 
Meehan Educational Excellence 
Endowment Fund. Amounting to 
about $40,000, the scholarship will 
cover all of Rachel's outstanding 
debt and the cost of the remainder of 
her undergraduate education, which 
she intends to complete in the fall. 

A few days following the 
announcement. Chancellor Marty 
Meehan presented Rachel with the 
scholarship at his inauguration cere¬ 
mony. "It's a miraculous story that 
she is back on campus,"—but also 
typical, he said. It's not unusual for 
UMass Lowell students to persevere 
in the face of adversity and complete 
their degrees. That is why the first 
Meehan Fund scholarship was desig¬ 
nated for her. More than $1 million 
will be available from the fund for 
student scholarships, largely due to 
fundraising related to Meehan's 
inauguration week events. 

John Carnes said that two days 
after the accident, Rachel lay in her 


hospital bed, eyes swollen shut, 
virtually immobile. But she managed 
to write a note to her parents. It was 
a crucial moment in her parents' 
vigil, one that revealed to them that 
their daughter's brain was function¬ 
ing. What was it Rachel wanted so 
desperately to communicate? She 
wanted a textbook for a class. 

"Her mind never left school at all," 
said her father. 

"I really love school a lot," said 
Rachel. "I really just wanted to go 
back to school really bad," and back 
to "my life." She thanked her suitem¬ 
ates, who spent hours communicat¬ 
ing with others about her recovery 
and traveled to the hospital to visit. 
Rachel also thanked her current pro¬ 
fessors, Steven Tello in Management 
and Russell Karl in Legal Studies, 
who have used podcasts and other 
methods to ensure that she can catch 
up on her missed studies. 

Meehan said Karl and Tello are 
typical UMass Lowell faculty, going 
that "extra mile" for their students. 
He thanked the faculty and adminis¬ 
trators, especially Dean of Students 
Larry Siegel and Interim Provost 
Donald Pierson, for ensuring that the 
University did everything in its 
power to make Rachel's transition 
back to campus a smooth one. 

Rachel reported that she has no 
memory of the accident. A doctor 
told her that sometimes "your brain 
protects you" in that way. Her 
injuries, sustained when a speeding 
pickup truck hit her after jumping a 
curb in front of Alumni Hall, includ¬ 
ed a broken back. "They say I broke 
it in just the right place," she said 
with a smile. Rachel is fully physical¬ 
ly able and expects a complete recov¬ 
ery over the next two years. Her 
mother said, "I'm just so happy she's 
alive. I'm so happy she's still who 
she is." 



A Chancellor Marty Meehan presents Rachel Carnes with flowers, after presenting her with the first 
Meehan Educational Excellence Endowment Fund scholarship at his inauguration ceremony. 

Gov. Deval Patrick applauds. 


Continued from Page 1 

UML Researchers Work Keeps 
Space Station Crew Safe 


Thanks to Digisonde sounding 
data provided by Galkin, Dr. 
William Hartman and his col¬ 
leagues at Boeing, the prime con¬ 
tractor for the ISS, now has a new 
tool for predicting plasma densi¬ 
ties in the ionosphere. This, in 
turn, will help NASA decide 
whether it's safe for astronauts 
to venture outside the Station. 

Digisondes are portable, low- 
power (300-watt), ground-based 
transmitters that the Center built 
and installed in about 70 sites in 
the U.S., Europe, Africa, Asia, 
Australia, South America and 
Antarctica. Each instrument is 
capable of automatically making 
measurements of the ionosphere 
directly above its location and 
providing on-site processing 
and analysis before sending the 
information in near-real time to 
space-weather prediction centers. 
About 30 of these Digisonde 
sounders send their results to 
UMass Lowell's automated data 
repository at Wannalancit Mills. 

Galkin notes that spacecraft¬ 
charging effect is especially 
pronounced when the ISS is close 
to the area of maximum plasma 
density, known as the F region 
peak, about 200 to 600 kilometers 
high. The main difficulty in 
planning EVAs, he says, is that 
currently available ionospheric 
models are not accurate enough 
to predict how close the ISS's orbit 
would be to the F region's peak 
altitude, which varies according 
to prevailing solar-terrestrial 
conditions. That's where data 
from the Digisonde global network 
comes in. 



A Ivan Galkin 


"According to Dr. Hartman, 
whenever EVAs are planned, a 
model is used to predict how 
many solar-panel arrays need to 
be shunted, or diverted, in order 
to keep the Station's electrical 
potential safe for the astronauts' 
spacewalk," says Galkin. "But the 
Boeing team observes that the 
model can suggest shunting four 
of the six arrays, whereas direct 
measurements, made by an exter¬ 
nal potential probe on ISS, don't 
support this requirement. Our 
Digisonde data will be used to 
improve the quality of the team's 
predictions by adapting the model 
to current space conditions. 

Dr. Hartman's tests on previous 
Digisonde data turned out very 
well. We started sending daily 
Digisonde reports to his team 
in March." 

He adds: "Since the ISS is now 
equipped with a special sensor to 
monitor the charging, a spacewalk 
can be aborted if the conditions are 
not right." 

-EA 


Lighted Crosswalk System Activated 
Between Ball and Olney Halls 


A lighted crosswalk system, one 
of a number of pedestrian 
safety measures being imple¬ 
mented throughout the University, 
has been activated on Riverside St. 
between Ball and Olsen halls. 

The Light Guard System consists 
of a pair of white bollards on each 
side of the street that are activated 
when a pedestrian walks between 
them. This motion sets off flashing 
amber LED lights in 10 metal 
plates—five in each direction— 
embedded in the crosswalk. 

The lights are aimed downward 
but are clearly visible to approaching 
cars, giving motorists ample warning 
to slow down and stop. 


Roger Hall, project manager in 
the Facilities Department, says, "This 
is a pilot project and a collaborative 
effort by the University of 
Massachusetts Lowell and the City of 
Lowell to introduce another element 
of safety to a well used and busy 
street crossing." 

The University and the City will 
evaluate the system over a period of 
months to determine its effectiveness 
and potential future applications. 

Hall says. 
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Prof. McEnany Cites 
Connection Between Sleep 
Disorders and Diseases 


N ursing Prof. Geoff Phillips 
McEnany thinks sleep is 
pretty important. And he 
isn't thinking about the kind of 
sleep that "knits up the ravelled 
sleeve of care." 

His concern is with the hidden 
and baleful effects of sleep disor¬ 
ders and dysregulation on major 
disease states such as hyperten¬ 
sion, diabetes, obesity and cancer. 
Recent research, he says, points to 
a strong connection between dis¬ 
turbed sleep and the onset of many 
medical conditions such as these. 

"Though the science of somnol- 
ogy has burgeoned in the past 
15 years, the education of health 
providers about the co-morbidities 
associated with dysfunctional sleep 
is inadequate," says McEnany, who 
conducts research and maintains a 
clinical practice with psychiatric 
patients. 

"Sleep is easily overlooked as 
a contributing factor to disease 
because patients are rarely con¬ 
scious of their own sleep distur¬ 
bances," he says. "Eventually, they 
complain of daytime sleepiness 
which predisposes them to a num¬ 
ber of safety concerns, including 
falling asleep while driving. Sleep 
disturbance is also related to the 
onset of psychiatric illness. Other 
conditions, such as untreated sleep 
apnea, may present as depression 
but, in fact, may be related to the 
formal sleep disorder. In the latter 
circumstance, antidepressant 
medications don't help." 

Also, he says, doctors and 
nurses don't routinely inquire 
about sleep as part of a basic 
assessment and diagnosis. Given 
the association of disturbed sleep 
and medical / psychiatric condi¬ 
tions, the absence of a sleep assess¬ 
ment has serious implications for 
public health. 

McEnany says he intends to 
begin the process of change with 
an educational program for nurses, 
funded initially by a $135,000 grant 
from Sepracor. Working with 



A Prof. Geoff Phillips McEnany 


UML's Continuing Studies and 
Corporate Education (CSCE) pro¬ 
gram, he has developed a 12-mod¬ 
ule online course for nurses about 
sleep and chronobiology. CSCE, he 
says, worked closely with him over 
several months to launch this ini¬ 
tiative, which represents a new 
direction in CSCE's work. 

The modules cover a full range 
of sleep issues: the science of sleep, 
sleep in women or children, sleep 
and medical disorders, formal 
sleep disorders (such as sleep 
apnea), and behavioral assessment 
and intervention. The course, 
which provides 36 accredited con¬ 
tact hours toward a certificate, is 
offered at no cost to the members 
of the American Psychiatric Nurses 
Association (APNA) and the 
International Nursing Honor 
Society, Sigma Theta Tau. 

Continuing education contact 
hours are provided through 
APNA. By the end of the year, it is 
anticipated that 14,000 nurses will 
have taken the course. 

"The course will open eyes 
to basic sleep assessment and 
co-morbidity," says McEnany. 
"Nurses often are very involved 
in the behavioral and drug treat¬ 
ment of patients and this will 
increase their effectiveness. 

"Nursing education is the key." 


Emergency Communications Services 
Spotlighted on NECN 

U Mass Lowell's recently enhanced emergency communications 
system was included in a story aired by NECN-TV to mark the 
anniversary of the shootings at Virginia Tech. 

To reach the campus with emergency-only information, UML's 
new system can immediately issue text and cell phone messages, and 
e-mail alerts. 

All members of the campus community are strongly encouraged to 
sign up at www.uml.edu/notify. 


Concert for Peace Marks 
40th Anniversary of 
Martin Luther King Jr.'s Death 


I n a moving tribute to the life and 
work of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
Music Prof. Kay George Roberts 
and the New England Orchestra per¬ 
formed a Concert for Peace at the 
Eliot Presbyterian Church in Lowell 
on Friday, April 4. 

The concert opened with a 
solo performance of the Lord's 
Prayer sung in Aramaic by 
Joseph Darensbourg. 


Boston Symphony Orchestra 
cellist Owen Young played solo 
selections, and a reading of King's 
famous "I Have a Dream" speech 
was delivered by UMass Boston 
Chancellor J. Keith Motley 

The New England Orchestra is 
Lowell's only professional orchestra. 



A A musical celebration of the legacy of Martin Luther King Jr. was held in Lowell on April 4. 
Participants included, from left, Paul Marion, executive director of Outreach for UMass Lowell, 
Music Prof. Kay George Roberts, singer Joseph Darensbourg, and Boston Symphony Orchestra cellist 
Owen Young. 


University Raises 
More Cash Than Ever 


Five-year Campaign to 
Double Endowment 
May Reach Goal One 
Year Early 

W ith three months to go 
in the fiscal year, the 
University has already 
raised more cash in this year than 
in any other. A total of $3.4 million 
in cash has come from donors 
supporting Chancellor Marty 
Meehan's inauguration, two pro¬ 
fessorships in plastics engineering 
and an endowment to fund a 
scholar in peace studies, among 
other large gifts. 

As a result, the University is on 
track to meet its goal of doubling 
the overall endowment a full year 
earlier than planned. The endow¬ 
ment now stands just $1 million 
shy of the $40 million goal, set in 
2004, of the five-year Public Higher 
Education Endowment Incentive 
Program (PHEEIP) Campaign. 

"Our goal was to create an 
endowment that is bigger than 


every other campus in the state 
system—except, of course, for 
UMass Amherst, which is four 
times our size in both alumni and 
in undergraduate students." says 
Executive Director of Advancement 
John Davis. "Chancellor Meehan's 
focus on private fundraising this 
year, and our effective use of the 
state's matching PHEEIP money, 
has allowed us to set ourselves 
apart in terms of private endow¬ 
ment support." 

With the success of the PHEEIP 
Campaign, the Advancement office 
now turns its attention on building 
private support for the many capi¬ 
tal projects on the horizon, includ¬ 
ing the Emerging Technologies 
Building, a College of Management 
building and a possible academic 
building on UML South. 

"Our emphasis continues to be 
on raising external funds for the 
University," says Davis. "Chancellor 
Meehan has painted an exciting 
vision for the future, and our job 
is to encourage alumni, friends 
and corporations to support 
that vision." 
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$628,000 in Grants Gives Engineering 
Lab Unique Capabilities 


F ive faculty members in the 
College of Engineering have 
been awarded grants totaling 
more than $628,000 for equipment 
that will have a significant impact on 
sound and vibration research. 

The National Science 
Foundation's 
Major Research 
Instrumentation 
Program has awarded 
the researchers—Assoc. 

Profs. Christopher 
Niezrecki and Peter 
Avitabile, and Profs. 

Julie Chen and James 
Sherwood of mechani¬ 
cal engineering, and 
Prof. Pradeep Kurup of 
civil and environmental 
engineering —$491,575 
with which they have 
purchased a three- 
dimensional scanning 
laser vibrometer system. 

And, with an Army 
Research Office grant of 
nearly $137,000, the 
UML team acquired an 
Aramis Digital Image 
Correlation Imaging System. 

These two new pieces of equip¬ 
ment will work in combination with 
a 64-Channel Microphone Acoustic 
Mapping Array to provide remark¬ 
able research possibilities. 

"In a nutshell," says Niezrecki, 
"the researchers in our Structural 
Dynamic and Acoustic Systems 
Laboratory now have a unique set of 
capabilities for full-field sound and 
vibration measurement that no other 
university in the country has." 

The lab can solve noise and 
vibration problems in products rang¬ 
ing from automobiles to aerospace 
vehicles to home appliances. 

Niezrecki says the primary goal 
of the laboratory is "to leverage our 
unique equipment to attract spon¬ 


sored research from federal funding 
agencies, and to collaborate with 
industry and other members of 
academia." 

The 3D scanning laser vibrometer 
precisely measures the vibration 
response of a surface having complex 
geometry, without con¬ 
tacting or mass loading 
the structure and, there¬ 
by, compromising the 
true structural response. 

The equipment can 
be used, among other 
things, to conduct 
research in soil-liquefac¬ 
tion and soil constitu¬ 
tive properties to 
improve civil structures 
such as buildings, 
bridges and roadways. 

The Aramis imaging 
system allows for full- 
field deformation and 
strain measurement on 
virtually any surface 
without contact. 

Because of the high 
spatial resolution of the 
system, it can measure 
minor changes to local vibration or 
operating shapes. This new equip¬ 
ment will enable full-field dynamic 
measurement of rotating structures 
such as wind turbine or helicopter 
blades in operation, resulting in more 
accurate finite element modeling and 
an improved understanding of the 
structural response of blades in 
flight. This new technique will help 
to decrease the likelihood of cata¬ 
strophic failure in structures such 
as bridges, aircraft or wind turbine 
blades. 

The Acoustic Mapping system 
can map full-field sound radiation to 
identify critical or local sources of 
noise through the use of its 64-chan- 
nel microphone array and acoustic 
holography. 



A Peter Avitabile is one of five 
UMass Lowell engineering 
researchers who have been 
awarded more than $628,000 in 
grants for equipment that will 
have a significant impact on 
sound and vibration research. 
The others are Chris Niezrecki, 
Julie Chen, James Sherwood 
and Pradeep Kurup. 


Minkkinen Lecture Draws Record Attendance 


I n his website. Prof. Arno 
Minkkinen says, "Art is risk made 
visible." His art was recently made 
very visible at Boston University's 
Photographic Resource Center (PRC) 
in a lecture appearance that drew a 
record-breaking audience. 

"For more than 30 years. I've 
been engaged in a single idea—to 
use my body as a means of express¬ 
ing my relationship to nature," he 
says. Minkkinen's lecture, entitled 
"Arno Rafael Minkkinen: Unplugged 
as Always," was sponsored by the 
Land Fund of the Polaroid 
Foundation. 

"The artist's witty and instantly 
recognizable work—in which he 
inserts himself into the landscape— 
often in impossible poses—explores 
parallels between the physical 


environment and the human land¬ 
scape," says the PRC description. 

Minkkinen is represented by the 
Robert Klein Gallery in Boston, and 
his work may be viewed on his web¬ 
site, www.arnorafaelminkkinen.org. 



A Prof. Arno Minkkinen s recent lecture at 
Boston University's Photographic Resource 
Center drew a standing room only audience. 


Peace Activist and Greeley 
Scholar, Linda Biehl, Talks of 
'New Vision for Peace' 


L inda Biehl, an internationally 
known peace activist whose 
daughter was slain by gang 
members 15 years ago in South 
Africa, was the headline speaker— 
preceded only by a videotape of 
Bishop Desmond Tutu honoring 
her and reminding his audience 
that "nonviolence will always have 
the last word"—at the April 3 
90-minute discussion program, "A 
New Vision for Peace," sponsored 
by the UMass Lowell Peace and 
Conflict Studies Institute (PACSI). 

Biehl, UMass Lowell's first 
annual Greeley Scholar for Peace 
Studies, spoke of the path she 
followed from the pain and anger 
that immediately followed her 
daughter's death, toward forgive¬ 
ness and, ultimately, reconciliation 
with her killers—one of whom 
Ntobeko Peni, was also a speaker 
at the event. 

Peni, who has been working 
with Biehl for the past ten years in 
furthering the work of the Amy 
Biehl Foundation in South Africa— 
dedicated to the memory of Biehl's 
daughter—described for the audi¬ 
ence his own gradual process of 
redemption, which he said had 
begun in prison and has continued 
in the years since. 

Other speakers included a 
Lowell Police Department lieu¬ 
tenant, Joseph Durham, who spoke 
of his own troubled youth on the 
streets of inner-city Boston and the 


work he is now doing as a member 
of this city's gangs unit. 

A question-and-answer peri¬ 
od—directed largely around strate¬ 
gies to address gang violence, and 
the parallels between that and the 
violence that took the life of Biehl's 
daughter—followed the addresses 
by the main speakers. 

Biehl's appearance was made 
possible through the award of a 
$511,000 endowment, including 
matching state funds, from the 
Dana McLean Greeley Foundation 
for Peace and Social Justice, based 
in Concord. The endowment it cre¬ 
ates will permit a yearly visit to the 
campus by a noted humanitarian, 
faith leader or advocate for peace, 
who will teach and engage in pub¬ 
lic discussions. 

The sponsors of the event, in 
addition to the PACSI and the 
Greeley Foundation, included Prof. 
Daniel Egan of the Sociology 
Department; Prof. Robert Gamache 
of Environmental, Earth and 
Atmospheric Science; Prof Allan 
Roscoe of Criminal Justice; Prof. 
Whitley Kaufman of Philosophy; 
and Imogene Stulken of the 
Protestant Campus Ministry. 

The event took place in 
O'Leary Library, and was hosted 
by Chancellor Meehan, Prof. 
Roscoe, RESD Prof. Linda Silka 
and several other members of the 
UMass Lowell faculty. 



A Gathered for the UML Peace and Conflict Studies Institute's (PACSI) discussion program, 

"A New Vision for Peace," are Chancellor Marty Meehan, featured speaker and Greeley Scholar 
for Peace Studies Linda Biehl, guest speaker Ntobeko Peni of South Africa, Assoc. Prof. Dan 
Egan of Sociology, Rev. Imogene Stulken of Campus Ministry, Dean of UMass School of Marine 
Sciences Bob Gamache, and Frank Talty, director of Academic Programs, Division of Fine Arts, 
Humanities, and Social Sciences. The program was part of PACSI's 13th annual, campus-wide 
Day Without Violence. 
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Botball and Botfest: Rise of the Machines 


Annual Robot Contest 
and Exhibit Showcase 
Students' Creations 

W hirs of motors and enthusi¬ 
astic cheers filled UMass 
Lowell's Costello Gym on a 
rainy Saturday in early April as 
scores of students and their teachers, 
parents and supporters — and robots 
— participated in the annual New 
England Botball Tournament and 
Botfest Exhibition. These high-tech, 
high-octane events highlight the 
skills and creativity of students, 
working in teams, in the areas of 
robotics and computer programming 
and engineering. 

More than 150 middle and high- 
school students from Massachusetts 
and Connecticut tested their mettle at 
this year's Botball tournament. Each 
of the 20 teams had only seven 
weeks to create robots using kits 
from the KISS ("Keep It Simple, 



A Concentration and earnestness can be seen 
on the faces of Billy Kevin, left, and Yameen 
Hough of Silver Hill Elementary School in 
Haverhill as they prepare their robot for the 
New England Botfest Exhibition. 


Stupid") Institute for Practical 
Robotics. The robots had to compete 
against one another on a 4-by-8-foot 
game board in a series of fast-paced, 
non-destructive matches. They had to 
outrace and outmaneuver their oppo¬ 
nents completely on their own, with 
no remote control, to "save" crew 
members and supplies before a simu¬ 
lated solar flare occurred. 

"These are robots with brains," 
says Assoc. Prof. Holly Yanco of the 
Computer Science Department, who 
is the principal organizer of the 
event. "Students designed, built and 
programmed their robots, and the 
competition is educational as well as 
entertaining." 

Overall winner in points was 
Malden Catholic High School. 
Andover High School placed second, 
while Needham and Ashland high 
schools took the third and fourth 
spots, respectively. "For the first time 
this year, there was a bridge that 
could be lowered between the oppo¬ 
nents' boards," says Yanco. "No one 
had been able to cross that bridge all 
day, but in the exciting final 
moments of the tournament, the 
Andover robot managed to cross it, 
scoring lots of points and actually 
pushing its Malden counterpart out 
of the way." 

Phyllis Procter, the department's 
program manager for community 
partnerships, says that when 
Duxbury's high school team dropped 
out at the last minute, its middle 
school students decided to step up to 
the plate, designing and building a 
robot in three days. "First-year teams 


may score only a few points and may 
be eliminated early on," she says, 
"but if they learn from teams like the 
Duxbury Middle School, which con¬ 
tinued to work on its robot even after 
being eliminated, they'll be sure to 
come back in a much stronger posi¬ 
tion next year." 

Botfest offers an opportunity for 
inventors of all ages to share ideas in 
animatronics and robotics. More than 
80 students in 15 teams, including 
those from middle schools in 
Andover, Ashland, Haverhill, 
Hopkinton, Lawrence, Lowell, North 
Reading and Worcester, as well as the 
Boys and Girls Club and the Youth 
Development Organization of 
Lawrence and UML Computer 
Science graduate students, participat¬ 
ed in this year's event. 

"The commitment of teachers 
and parents was wonderful to see, to 
give their students and children a 
chance to express their creativity," 
says Computer Science Asst. Prof. 
Fred Martin. "The youngsters really 
enjoyed seeing each other's work 
and realizing that there are people 
from all over the state who like to 
build interactive, computer-con- 
trolled projects. Kids in the iCODE, 
or Internet Community of Design 
Engineers, program all got matching 
bright red T-shirts, which they really 
liked. This year, for the first time, we 
had two home-based projects with 
parents and children exhibiting 
together." 

"Often, students who are too 
young to compete in Botball will 
exhibit at Botfest, having acquired a 



A For the New England Botball Tournament, 
Lexington High School students Sara Havari 
and Sebastian Yen designed and programmed 
their robot to operate autonomously in an effort 
to outscore the opposing teams. 

taste for the thrill of robotic tinkering 
from an older sibling," says Procter. 
"Similarly, students exhibiting at 
Botfest will check out the fast-paced, 
high-stakes competition that's taking 
place in the same hall. This cross¬ 
group exposure and exploration con¬ 
tributes to the success and growth of 
both programs." 

Corporate sponsors for Botball 
and Botfest included Analog Devices, 
which donated $10,000, and Varian 
Semiconductor Equipment, which 
gave $1,000. For more information 
about the events, visit 
www.botball.org and 
www.botfest.org. 


TEAMS Program Flourishes in First Year, 
Looks to Improve and Expand 


'Cream of the Crop' High 
School Students Make UMass 
Lowell a Second Home 

A new UMass Lowell program, 
barely a year old, designed to 
widen the scope of the 
region's top high-school students 
while at the same time expanding the 
University's reach, is not only flour¬ 
ishing but looking to expand. 

The fledgling TEAMS 
(Technology, Engineering and Math- 
Science) program, which since 
September has been busing 32 spe¬ 
cially selected 11th- and 12th- grade 
students every morning from 12 local 
high schools to take part here in 
hands-on labs, is hoping to add as 
many as 40 more to that number and 
to widen its offerings for next year. 
The four morning courses already 
being offered to the students—envi¬ 
ronmental biotechnology, interactive 
robotics, bat engineering design, and 
assistive technology and electron¬ 
ics—will be on the schedule again 
next year, says TEAMS coordinator 
Donald Rhine. In addition, Rhine 
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says, two more lab courses—in 
anatomy and nuclear energy—are 
being planned for the afternoons. 
These will benefit both students 
whose school schedules don't permit 
the morning classes, and those who 
participated in the TEAMS program 
as juniors and want to take part 
again in their senior year. 

The only hurdle is funding. 
TEAMS is currently being funded by 
a one-year $650,000 legislative appor¬ 
tionment, sponsored chiefly by state 
Sen. Steven Panagiotakos, which cov¬ 
ers the principal cost areas of tuition, 
teachers' salaries and busing to and 
from the University. The program has 
applied for a renewal of the fund¬ 
ing—together with an increase to 
cover the costs of the expanded offer¬ 
ings—though the outcome of that 
application will not be known for 
certain until the start of the new fis¬ 
cal year in July. 

The courses offered, which are 
taught by regional high-school facul¬ 
ty and were developed through a col¬ 
laboration between them and UMass 
Lowell professors, are designed to 



A Four students from area high schools, members of the 
UMass Lowell TEAMS program, show the results of their 
handiwork. By taking part in lab work in science and math 
courses specially designed for them, top local students get a 
leg up on college, while at the same time forming a critical 
early bond with the University. 


supplement, rather than to 
replace, advanced high 
school courses. Their goal is 
to allow selected students— 
most of those chosen rank 
near the top of their class¬ 
es—to explore applied con¬ 
cepts in a range of science, 
technology, engineering and 
math (STEM) career fields 
that they wouldn't other¬ 
wise encounter until their 
junior or senior years in 
college. 

"The idea is to encour¬ 
age students who perhaps 
haven't considered STEM 
careers before to maybe 
rethink things a little," says 
Donald Rhine, himself a 
physics teacher at Tyngsborough 
High. "A lot of my own brightest stu¬ 
dents, for instance, the ones who are 
really good in science and math, they 
end up going into English or busi¬ 
ness or some other field. 

"What we try to do is show them 
what's out there—that there are liter¬ 
ally hundreds of career routes for 
someone who's good in science and 
math—by offering them courses that 
are challenging and fun, hands-on 
courses where they actually get to 
build things and do things, courses 


they wouldn't [otherwise] have a 
chance at till they got to be juniors or 
seniors in college. And that way we 
can show them—an engineer isn't 
just this or that, there's more to it 
than you think. 

"And the bonus is, you get these 
top high school students coming to 
UMass Lowell doing challenging, 
creative things—and hopefully going 
back and telling their friends about 
it. You get the cream of the crop out 
there spreading the word about us. 
There's nothing wrong with that." 
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Student Managed Fund Staying 
Ahead in Challenging Market 


T he UMass Lowell students 
who are managing $25,000 in 
investments are holding their 
own, despite unusually challenging 
stock market conditions. 

The Student Managed Fund is 
a real-life investment competition 
between students at the Amherst, 
Dartmouth and Lowell campuses, 
funded by $25,000 from the UMass 
Foundation. At UMass Lowell, a 
group of students in the College of 
Management are acting as fund 
managers with the help of faculty 
and staff here, as well as alums who 
are prominent Boston money man¬ 
agers, Warren Isabelle '78 and John 
Kattar '82. 

Since the Student Managed 
Fund project started Jan. 1, the Dow 
Jones Industrial Average has swung 
from around 13,000 down to the 
11,700 range and back up again 
over 12,000. 

The students have invested in a 
variety of sectors, including aero¬ 
space, health care, transportation 
and consumer goods. As of mid¬ 
semester, the fund was up nearly 11 
percent while the S&P 500, a key 
index of stocks, was down more 
than 9 percent. 

"They are doing much better 
than I am this year," Isabelle says. 
"They've done extraordinarily well 
in a strange market." 

"It's an emotional and volatile 
market," says Kattar, managing 
director of investments for Eastern 
Investment Advisors. 

"When a position goes against 
you, re-examine the reasons why 
you initially bought the stock and 
make sure they are still valid," says 
Isabelle, principal of Ironwood 
Investment Management LLC. 


"That's what we have basically 
been telling the students. That's 
Investing 101." 

So far, market surprises haven't 
changed the group's approach, 
according to Asst. Prof. Ravi Jain, 
the faculty director of the fund. 
Frank Andrews, director of under¬ 
graduate programs for the College 
of Management, and Steven Rogers, 
a major gifts officer with University 
Advancement are also lending 
their expertise to the student team, 
which consists of David Ball, 

Minhai He, Evan Huff, Jared 
Jordan, Michael Krieger, Brian 
Lesniak, Eleni Liakakis, Mike 
McCarthy, Amy Osgood, Jessica 
Silva and Scott Wilson. 

"We are following a simple 
strategy that is not affected by 
short-term market movements. 

In any case, we don't have any 
exposure to financial or real-estate 
business," says Jain. 

Both Isabelle and Kattar say 
they're steering away from giving 
the team advice about specific 
sectors or stocks unless asked. 

"Sometimes they will make 
mistakes and they'll learn from 
those mistakes. That's part of the 
process," says Kattar. 

"You don't get to be a good 
investor by everyone telling you 
what to invest in," says Isabelle. 

The campuses will compare 
performance in June, and the fund 
will continue. Jain says students 
will be chosen to continue to man¬ 
age the investments over the sum¬ 
mer and, in the fall, the program 
will go from an extracurricular 
activity to a regular course in the 
College of Management. 


Entrepreneurs Share Advice for 
Capitalizing on Innovation Economy 



A Innovation is all about change and change is all about leadership," Sycamore Networks Co- 
Founder and Chairman Gururaj "Desh" Deshpande told the more than 200 students, faculty and 
staff who packed Alumni Hall on Wednesday, April 2 for "Innovation for the Next Generation." 


Deshpande was one of several 
entrepreneurs who shared tips for 
success during the program, which 
was presented by the College of 
Management in conjunction with 
the College of Engineering and 
Division of Science. L. Donald 
LaTorre '59 donated $25,000 to 
sponsor the program, one of the 
signature events of inauguration 
week. 

Prof. Valerie Kijewski served as 
program chair. Shown at the event 
are, from left. Dean Kathryn Carter; 
panelists and alumni Frank 


Paolino, founder and president of 
MayFlower Software, and Joseph 
Vaillancourt, managing director 
of Organic Growth at Waste 
Management Inc.; moderator and 
alum Michael Olivieri, publisher 
of the Boston Business Journal and 
Mass High Tech; Deshpande; Prof. 
Yash Puri, who introduced the 
keynote speaker; and Prof. Joey 
Mead, co-director of UML's 
Nanomanufacturing Center. Not 
shown is Prof. Steve McCarthy, 
who also served on the panel. 


Kozol Says Public Ed Leaving 
Many Children Behind 


Noted Author Delivers 
Biggy Lecture 

A ddressing a standing-room- 
only audience at the annual 
M. Virginia Biggy lecture, 
author-activist Jonathan Kozol 
delivered a powerful assessment 
of public education and highlighted 
its many shortfalls. 

The lecture, which honors the 
late dean of the College of Education, 
helped mark the 25th anniversary of 
the Graduate School of Education 
(GSE) and was one of many special 
events leading up to the inaugura¬ 
tion of Chancellor Marty Meehan. 

Wearing his trademark blue 
sneakers, Kozol discussed his latest 
work, "Letters to a Young Teacher." 
The book, in which the veteran 
educator exchanges ideas with a 
young, idealistic first grade teacher 
in Roxbury, is "perhaps the first 
cheerful book I have ever written," 
he said. The book is a series of 
letters written during a year of corre¬ 
spondence between the two and is 
what Kozol called "a tribute and 
invitation to the beautiful profession 
of teaching." 

During the lecture, Kozol dis¬ 
cussed the vast inequalities such as 
prejudice and lack of resources facing 
children in low income areas. He 
also described the pressure facing 
teachers for students to perform on 
standardized tests. Kozol said the 
pressure is highest for students from 
inner cities and low income areas, 
many of whom have received little 
to no pre-K foundation. He said 
those schools face the toughest 
challenge because they will be penal¬ 
ized for poor test performance by 
losing funds, and argued that the 
same pressures do not exist for 
teachers and students in wealthier 
suburban schools. 

He was particularly critical of 
the No Child Left Behind Act, joking 
that it must have been written by 
people "who don't like children very 
much." He counted the "mania of 



A Jonathan Kozol 


obsessive testing" as the top reason 
why talented educators leave inner 
city teaching jobs. 

At the beginning of his talk, 
Kozol offered praise to the Lowell 
school system, saying, "I want to pay 
respect to the good things going on 
this community" and noting that 
"Lowell is a wonderful exception to 
patterns I describe in my books." 

He also commended Chancellor 
Meehan, calling him, "courageous 
ethically, enlightened socially and 
irreplaceable nationally." 

Speaking at the beginning of 
the program, Meehan credited 
Kozol's work to his own early 
interest in education and his under¬ 
standing "that education isn't always 
about equality." 

Following Kozol's lecture, the 
graduate school assembled a panel 
to provide a cross-disciplinary 
response. Panelists included UML's 
Prof. Stephanie Chalupka, who 
discussed the connection between 
children's health issues and learning; 
Lawrence High School arts teacher 
David Meehan; Lowell High School 
teacher and UML doctoral candidate 
Charles Caragianes; and Dana 
Mohler-Faria, president of 
Bridgewater State College and 
Special Advisor for Education to 
Gov. Deval Patrick. 



A Author and activist Jonathan Kozol delivered the annual M. Virginia Biggy lecture during 
inauguration week. Pictured from left: Interim Provost Don Pierson, Jonathan Kozol, Chancellor 
Marty Meehan, Interim Dean Anita Greenwood and Dana Mohler-Faria, Special Advisor for 
Education to Gov. Deval Patrick. 
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Author and Rhodes Scholar 
is Honors Program Guest 


W riter, magazine editor and 
former Rhodes Scholar 
Jonah Lehrer, author of the 
recent "Proust was a Neuroscientist," 
shared dinner recently at La Boniche 
with students in the Honors 
Program, following his presentation 
to the Honors Workshop. The meal 
discussion, according to Honors 
Program Director Doreen Arcus, was 
designed to "give students the 
chance to connect with the author in 
a personal setting, discussing such 
topics as what it's like to be a Rhodes 
Scholar and how to find a niche in 
the modern job market." 


Lehrer's new book, which has 
been purchased for reading by 
Honors Program students, details 
the foreshadowing of modern dis¬ 
coveries in neuroscience by the cre¬ 
ative works of such a range of artists 
as Proust, Walt Whitman, Paul 
Cezanne, Igor Stravinsky and chef 
Auguste Escoffier. 

Lehrer, 25, a graduate of 
Columbia University, is editor at 
large for SEED magazine. A contribu¬ 
tor to NPR, NOVA and Nature maga¬ 
zine, he has studied at Oxford and 
worked in the laboratory of Nobel 
Prize-winning scientist Eric Kandel. 



A Author and Rhodes Scholar Jonah Lehrer, second from left, dines with, from left, honors student 
Jessica Bejian, Honors program Coordinator Beth Donaghey, and honors students Allison Beissert and 
Vanessa Colomba. 


A Tribute to Richard Barrett 

F riends and family of the late Richard Barrett, who worked for the 
University for 40 years, will celebrate his life at a fundraising recep¬ 
tion at Allen House on Thursday, May 15, at 5:30 p.m. Suggested 
donation is $75 and proceeds will go to the Richard Barrett Memorial 
Endowment, a permanent legacy that will provide assistance to deserving 
UMass Lowell students. 

During his tenure at UMass Lowell, Barrett served in various capacities 
including business management, institutional research and financial aid. 

He retired as director of financial aid before losing his battle with pancreat¬ 
ic cancer last April. He was also president of the Service Employees 
International Union for many years. For further information, contact Elaine 
Dalton, University Advancement, 978-934-3689. Please RSVP by May 8. 


Faculty Exhibit Showcases 
Research and Scholarship 


M ore than 100 UMass Lowell 
faculty members participat¬ 
ed recently in an inaugural 
exhibit titled "UML Research: 
Creating the Future of the 
Commonwealth." The faculty union, 
Massachusetts Society of Professors 
(MSP) Lowell, sponsored the exhibit 
in Cumnock Hall. 

It was unveiled at a luncheon to 
which MSP Lowell invited high 
school guidance counselors and com¬ 
munity college transfer counselors 
from across the region. 

"We want to show guidance 
counselors that UMass Lowell 
research is real-world and hands-on. 
We solve practical problems," said 
Prof. Robert Parkin, one of the organ¬ 
izers of the event. 

"Students here get involved in 
research. That experience builds 
bridges to the world of work." 

Prof. Carol McDonough was also 
instrumental in organizing the exhib¬ 
it and the luncheon event. 

Exhibits and presentations by 
faculty covered a wide range of top¬ 
ics, including a "Global Estimate of 
Arthritis Attributable to Work by 


Occupations," by Prof. Laura 
Punnett, of the Work Environment 
Department; "SoundScapes," a pres¬ 
entation on teens with autism spec¬ 
trum disorders by Gena Greher, coor¬ 
dinator of the Music Education pro¬ 
gram, and Ashleigh Hillier, assistant 
professor of psychology; and an 
overview of "Art History Without 
Bounds" by Prof. Liana Cheney, chair 
of the Cultural Studies Department. 

Presenters also included Sean 
Collins, associate professor and 
research coordinator for the 
Department of Physical Therapy, on 
"Exercise & Rehabilitation Science"; 
Prof. Thomas Shea of biological sci¬ 
ences, on his Altzheimer's research; 
Asst. Prof. Fred Martin of computer 
science, on robotics; and James 
Jeffers, assistant professor of art, 
on the Artbotics project. 

The exhibit also featured a collec¬ 
tion of several dozen books written 
by faculty members. 

A gallery of photos from the 
exhibit and luncheon can be accessed 
from the eNews story. 



A Among those hosting the recent MSP exhibit were, from left. Prof. Carol McDonough, MSP vice 
president; Provost Ahmed Abdelal; Prof. Robert B. Parkin, MSP president; and Prof. Jie Wang, chair of 
the Department of Computer Science. 
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